JOY HOFMEISTER

STATE SUPERINTENDENT of PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
OKLAHOMA STATE DEPARTMENT o¢f EDUCATION

MEMORANDUM
TO: Joy Hofmeister, State Superintendent and Chair
State Board of Education
FROM: David L. Kinney, General Counsel @(
State Department of Education

DATE: February 25, 2016
SUBJECT: Gage Public Schools

On January 6, 2016, Gage Public School, Independent School District NO. 39 of Ellis County,
Oklahoma, passed a Resolution for Annexation to become part of Fargo Public School,
Independent School District No. 2 of Ellis County, Oklahoma. An annexation election is
scheduled fo be held on April 5, 2016. If passed by the voters, the annexation would become
effective April 22, 2016.

Gage Public School may have insufficient funds to operate until the effective date of the
annexation. Furthermore the voters of Gage Public School may not approve the annexation. In
either case, it is necessary to start the process for a mandatory annexation of Gage Public School.
The Oklahoma Administrative Code provides:
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(b) Mandatory annexation.

(1) Mandatory annexation will be considered by the State Board of Education upon
occurrence of the following situations:

(A) When a school district has been declared "academically at-risk" pursuant to
70 O.5. 1989, §1210.541.

{B) When a school district is nonaccredited by the State Board of Education.
(C) When a district, without officially dispensing with school, fails to open or

maintain a school (except when situations beyond the control of the district cause a
normal delay). [Title 70 O.S. § 8-106].
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(2) When it comes to the attention of the State Board of Education that a local school
district is facing the possibility of mandatory annexation, the State Board of Education shall
provide the district with an opportunity to be heard. The State Board of Education shall notify
the superintendent and each school bodrd member of the time, date and place of the meeting. At
the meeting, representatives of the school district, including patrons, shall have an opportunity to
address the State Board of Education and to provide information to the Board. The President of
the State Board of Education may set time limits on individual presentations and may require
groups to select a representative to speak on behalf of the group.
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OAC 210: 1-3-2.

Insufficient funds would cause a district to fail to maintain a school, and it is proper for the State
Board to proceed with the possibility of mandatory annexation. :

Statutory time lines for mandatory annexation are found at 70 O.S. § 7-101.1(B), which
provides:

B. In any case where mandatory annexation of a school or school district is recommended by the
State Department of Education, the Department shall notify, in writing, the board of education of
the school district involved. Upon receipt of the notification, the school district board shall have
fifteen (15) days to request an opportunity to appear before the State Board of Education. If the
school district board fails to request an opportunity to appear, the State Board shall proceed
without further notice or delay, to conclude the matter. If an opportunity to appear is requested
by the school district board, the State Board shall decide the issues after hearing from
representatives of the school or school district and the State Department and shall make a final
determination on the recommendation of the Department.

I recommend the Board set for next month a hearing for the mandatory annexation of Gage
Public School and all required notices be provided. If sufficient funds are available to pay all
bills by the school for the month of March, I recommend the hearing for mandatory annexation
be continued until the April State Board of Education meeting and all required notices be
provided. This would allow the eligible patrons of the Gage Public School to vote on April 5,
2016. If the voters approve the annexation with Fargo Public School, the April mandatory
annexation hearing would be mute, If the voters do not approve the annexation or if the election
is contested, the State Board would conduct a hearing for the mandatory annexation of Gage
Public School at the April State Board of Education meeting.




i i
STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
RESOLUTION TO THE ELLIS COUNTY ELECTION BOARD
REQUESTING AN ANNEXATION ELECTION

Notice is hergby given that, there has been filed with the State Supérintendent of Public Instruction, resolutions
for the annéxation of the Gage Public Schivol District (231039), of Ellis Counity, Oklahoina, t6 the Faigo Publi¢
Sehool District:(231002), of Ellis and Woodward Couiities, Oklahotha.

The Ellis County Election Board is hereby requested to call an election to be condueted according to Oklahoma
State Statutes, Title 70 0.8, §7-101, for the purpose of voting o the question of the annexation of the ertire
Gage Public S¢hool District (231039), of Ellis County, Oklahoma, to the Fargo Publie School Distriet (231002),
of Bllis aid Woodward Counties, Oklahoina. '

Now, therefore, be it resolved, the Board of Education of the -Gage Public School Distiict (231039), of Ellis
.County, Oklahoma, and the Board of Education of Fargo Public -School District (231002), of Ellis and
Woodward Counties, Oklahoma; have each submitted their approved School Board Resolutions requiesting the
annexation of the Gage Public Schiool District to. the Fargo Public School Distyict, of Ellis and Woodward
Counties, Oklahoma, 6f which copies ai¢ attached and made a pait hereof, calling for said electioti.

FLECTION TO BE HELD ON APRIL 5, 2016.

Between the houis of 7 a.m, and 7 pan, for thie puipose of the registered, eligible votets of'the Gage School

District (231039), of Ellis-County, Oklahoina,

* . The antiexation of the Gage Public School District (231039), of EMis County, Oklahoma, to Fargo Public School
District (231002); of Ellis and Woodward Counties, Oklahoma, shall be approved ox denied by a majority of the
registered, eligible voters of the Gage Public School District (231039), which lies in Ellis County, Oklahoma,
* voting at said election. Tq be eligible to vote, a voter must be registered with the county ¢lection boatd at an
address within ‘the geographical boundary of Gage Public School District, ' S

I, the undeisigried, the duly qualified and acting State Supetinterident of Public Instrustion of thé State of
Oklahoma, hereby certify that the above is 4iye and correct o the best of my knowledge.

A

e ,félz(ﬁléite Sl}pf(‘f‘intendent of Public Instruction .

. By,
Joy Hofj

iU,
\\\\\\\ f\. .TH.W,,

¢ 3 - . § P:'\i'ril .‘0,’%’
State of Oklahoma  } & @1&:&3&{4&?@%
}ss SEAL £ esoomto (28

County of Oklahoma } : : T Ry EK"L’“’PS-",%

N 4 i bulad . p %7 Y, A\("‘;O
”*&?ﬁ{éﬁ"‘” g

7 -\ ?\ S
KON

Signed beforemé this 3 day of &W , 2016,

(Signature of Notary Public) | ! (Print Name of Notary Public)

_Jols/2019 5009250
(My Cofnmission Expires) (Commission Numbe)

SDE Gage-Fargo Annexation Election Resolution 4/5/16 !
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Aprll 05, 2016 , INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
ELLI8 COUNTY, OKLAHOMA ' : No. 039 )
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TO VOTE:
FILL IN THE BOX NEXT TO
YOUR CHOICE(S) LIKE THIS:
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PROFOSITIONS

PROPOSITION

Shall all of the Gage Public School
District (231039) of Ellis County,
Oklahoma, annex to the Fargo |
Public-School District (231002), of
Ellis and Woodward Countles,
Ckizhama? Such annexation
pursuant to the provisions in Saction
70 0.8., Seetion 7-101, thus
bec‘oming effective April 22, 2018,

CJ FOR THE ANNEXATION . ,
i ~YES : ' ‘

[ AGAINST THE
ANNEXATION - NO

Rece!ved Time Feb. 18 20 b 9 OQAM No 3635




y

s Count

i

Ell




b

H

RESOLUTION FOR ANNEXATION |

WHEREAS; Independert: Schapl Distiict No 39 of Ellis County, Oklahoma, also knowiids
Gage Public Schoois, by and through its duly elested and dcting Boatd of Education, desiies that all
of ifs ferritory be annexed.into and become 4 part of. Tudependent School Distriet No, 2 of Ellis
County, Oklahoa, also’known as Fargo Public Schivols;

WHEREAS, the Boatd of Education of Fargo Public Schools desites to antigx all of the
territory of GGage Public Schools andto;joinina concunent resplution with Gage Publie Schools;

WHEREAS, the school dlstnct eleotoxs w1thm the affected territory shotild have {fie
opportunity to vots.on whether all.of the territory of Gage Pubhc Schools should l:;e aniiexed ditto

and become:a part of Fargo-Public Schools;

WHEREAS, botli. Fargo Publi¢ Selivols-and Gage Piblic Schools. agree that Gage Piibli¢
Schools will retyiain open.and operating until the completion of the 2015-2016 school yei, that
studonts attendmg the twelfil. (12%) grade in Gage Public Schools during the 2015-2016 schigol year
shall secotvé graduation diplomas frony Gage Public: Scheols, and that students attendmg theeighth
(8") grade in Gage Public Schivpls during the 9015-2016 school year shall rééeive diplomas for
prongotion puljposes from Gage Public Schools; atid _

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RIISOLVED THAT:

1, Upon. the adoption of a concurtent fosolntion by the Board of Education of Fa1 go Public
Schools, Gage Public Schools hereby requests thwhe State Superintendent for Public
Tnstruction call anannexation élection'to bs heldon_//p o,/ 5 , 20160 déferiiiine.
if the entire tefritory of Gage Public Schools should be annexed to Fargo Public Schools,

2. The entire terrifory of Gage Puiblic Schools is subject to ﬂllS Resolution, and all-assets and
Habilities, ificlidinig real property and monetary assets of Gage Public Schiools shail transfer
to Fargo Pyblic Schools upon approval of the proposed annexation,

3, The nasiie of the. fiew school disttict wi‘il be Fargo-Gage Public Schools.

4 Gage Public Schools will remain open and operating until the end of the 2015-2016 school
year and that students attending the eighth (8") grade or twelfth (12%) grade at Gage Public
Schools: during thie 2015-2016 schiool year shall receive theit graduation or promotional
diplomas from Gage Public Schopls,

5. The new school district will be governed by a seven member Board of Education, Theseven
-riepibér boatd posﬁxons will be elected at-large and. will be imtlally filléd by the five hoard
riiémbets of Fat g0 Public Schoois and two board iembefs of Gaj ge PublicSchools :ds of thie
effeotive date of the annexation with position numbers ‘being set at the first Board of

Fducation meeting after the effectwe date of the annexation, and the reelections being as

: q
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RESOLUTION
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Tollows: Off' ceNo. 1 electionin 2017, Office No. 2 &3 electionin 2018, Office No, 4 & §
election in 2019 and Office No. 6 & 7 eleation in.2020.

6. The newly-created Board of Education will have the final decision gs {0 the expenditure of
funds to be received. froim the Schooel Consolidation Assistance Fund..

7. The newly-created Boatd of Educatlon will have the xesponsibility to determing whether a
schoo] wxll be ope1ated in'Gage after the 20152016 school year.

8. Faigso Piiblic Schoolshereby consents tothe annéxation of the GagePublic Sehools® teititory
18 the Fargo Public Sclicols in the maiiner desciibed above should snch annexation be
approved by the eleciors and that the annexation take effect and be effective on the date

specified by thé Order Declaring. Annexétion tssiied by the Stato Supetiftehdent of Public

Instruction,
RESOLVED, this G day of TQ"EM ,2016
Tidependent School District No- 39 of Eilis
‘Connty, Oklahorha a/k/a Gage Public Schools
Atest; S | |
7 ' A
“Clerk, E{ﬁlgﬂﬁducamon : ‘ ' By:. Pwsfdentélw

- Board of Edvcation
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Gage Sthaol District Description:

Baginning at the SW corner of Section 6-20N-24W for the point of beglnning,
Nowth 1 mile to the NW corner of 6-20N-24W, West 335'to the South centet-ire
of Section 31-21N-24W; Narth 3 miles, West % mile, North 3 miles to the W .
corner of 31 2IN-24W; West 1 % milgs to-the Sputh center-ling of Section

25 32N 25W; North 3 miles, West % mile, North 2 illes to the NW comer of
eotion 11-25-25W; East 1 mile, North L file, West 3.mlle to the SW carperof
5. 23N-26W; North 1 mile, East 2 miles, North 1 mlle fo the NW corrier of 5ectian
30-23N-24W; East % mile, Marth 1 rnile, West% ile, North 3 miles to the NW
e of Sectlon 6-23N-24W; East 2 miles, North 2 mllés to the MW corner of 28
24N-24W; East 4 miles, 5% mile, East ¥ tile, South % mile, Fast 7% mile to the NE
corper of 31-24N-23W; South 2 raites, West 1 % miles to the North ¢enterdine of
Seution 12, 23N-244; South 2 miles, East % mile, Sauth 6 iles, East 2 miles,
South 4 % miles to the West center-iine of Sectlion 8:21N-23W; East % mile, South
4 miles, East 1 mile, South % mileto +he NW corner of 3-20N-23W; East % mlle,
syt % mile, East % mile, $gtth 2 miles to the center of Section 15-20N-23W;

i, North 1% illes, West 2 miles to the polnaf beglnning:
Consisting of 74.06 perimeter miles and 107,104.02 Acres. |
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